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While the medium-sized parrots swinging on electric wires across the city might seem 
underwhelming, they are grander than you know. The Alexandrine Parakeet is named after 
Alexander the great and even features on the stamps of some countries. Scientifically known as the 
Psittacula Eupatria, the first name translates to parrot in Latin and the latter to descent in Greek 
alluding to the parakeet’s frequent presence in the palaces of Nobility. You can now unearth these 
nuggets of information about the city’s other inhabitants via the unique Interactive Biodiversity 
Map of Mumbai. 
 
Mapping Mumbai’s green spots 
The map has been put together by The Ministry of Mumbai’s Magic, which seeks to expose 
Mumbaikars to a rich bio-diverse side of their city that often is overshadowed by the concrete 
jungle. It has been created by Mumbai’s Ministry of Magic (MMM), in collaboration with Rohan 
Chakravarty, the creative genius behind the map’s eye-catching illustrations. 
Rohan is the brains behind Green Humour—a comic inspired by themes of wildlife, environment, 
and conservation. Art from Green Humour has been used for several conservation campaigns and 
publications by organizations such as The World Wide Fund for Nature, The Wildlife Trust of India, 
The Arunachal Pradesh State Forest Department, and The Karnataka State Forest Department 
among others. 
The map covers the Mumbai Metropolitan Region and the water bodies of Thane Creek, Mahim Bay, 
Vasai Creek, and the Arabian Sea. Initially envisioned as a static map, the new interactive features 
document different species with clickable tabs that provide information about the species, their 
habitats, and conservation status. The species include 17 different flora and 78 fauna. The 
interactive feature was introduced to widen the audience the map reached. 
Apart from raising awareness about the city’s biodiversity, the map will also be used as an 
educational tool at local schools. It also aims to provide information on volunteering opportunities 
with local conservation organisations, thus enabling Mubaikers to use their resources and skills to 
protect the priceless ecosystem. 
Having launched on 30 June, the map is part of a series of programs launched by the Ministry of 
Mumbai’s Magic to promote the conservation of Mumbai’s wetlands. The programmes include a 
fellowship for the youth to champion solutions for the city's public parks, a podcast to build a 
healthy climate discourse in the city, and a series that brings attention to the Koli community’s role 
as caretakers of the city's coastline. 
This project seeks to not only conserve wildlife but also local talent. It promotes the work of local 
photographers Kane Lew, Ashish Chalapuram. Wildlife experts such as Pradip Patade, Rajesh Sanap, 
and Vandan Jhaveri have contributed photographs and their expertise to the initiative. 
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